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PREFACE.

This Tribute Volume written instupen-
dons mute admiration and commemoration of
the bold, unparalleled and unique eourse, Hia
Highness the reigning Rajah of Cochin has
decided on, and pablicly annonnced, of retire-
ment from public life and throne for pesce
and rest in old age, will, T hope, prove a
general introduction to the History of Cochin
and also serve to _remove and correct some
wrong impressions and ideas that bave found
their way into some recent publieations. For
instanca, Mr. Achyuta Menon, in his Cochin
State Mannal, (p. 47) makes ont & peculiar old
custorn, *a fruitful source of discord,’ prevalent
in the Cochin Royal Family till the advent of
the Portuguese, by which an aged care-worn
monarch was bound to give up his crown for
pious devotionsl life—a custom which we meét
with na a2 working ideal in the annals of
ancient Indian royal dynasties. This does not
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aeem to ba the correct reading of history.
First of all, therc is nothing to prove anch a
custom. Secondly, the internal dissensions,
and the wars and reverses to be traced theroeto,
are partly, if not solely, to be abtributed to
the poculisr commercial policy of the Raja's
garly Ewnropean allies—the Portuguese and
the Duich-—who, nalike their more successfal
British successors, ware high-handed in promo-
ting their interests, but lukewarm in their
support of the canse of their [riendly Native
Princes, Tt was nota straightforward thorongh
one of “give and take,” but a selfish com-
mercinl one—to soguire rights and to shick
responaibilities, and to gain much and to lose
nothing (p. p. 74, 98 ete., C. 8. M). Then again_
shortly after His Highness's public annonnee-
ment of his approschipg abdieafion of the
throne, the Madras Maid published a contri-
bution fromw its correspondent quoting prece-
dents of customary and compulzory abdica-
tions of thrope from the annals of Cochin,
which, too, seem to be mere legendary tales
and no more- However well informed these



authorities may be, and with dne deferancs to
their views and judgments, I beg to honourably
differ from them and to attempt to give, in the
following pages, » frue and clear historical
perspective of the Royal House of Cochin
which will consequenily shine spotless and
honoursble before the eyes of the publie, who
are mourning the approaching unparalleled
loss in anticipation., The British Lion too,
having conferred on the present Ruler of
Cochin, high honours and distinetions in re-
cognition of his meritoriona reign, secms to
endormsa and echo the following poetical senti-
ment  with which this  short preface is
concluded: —
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The Royal House of Cockin,

AND

The ?wmwinﬂu Svarupam.

What wa know of the past history of
this rayal house is mostly gathered from the
worka and notices of foreipn historians and
travellars, which are the only aceounta awail-
able in print for ready reference on thissubject
Here, too, loreign productions are blindly swal-
lowed with no regard for our digestive and
assimilative power, and indigenous raw materi-
als are hardly utihised : nay, auch sources of
information are even neglected and diseredited
withoul examination. We prefer the ready-
made articles to the seli-made ones. We lack
trug enthusiasm and enterprise, and means and
facilities, for orginal research worlk; and wea are
fucther bound with red-tape too tightly to be
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able to move about fresly. Thess are the
drawbacks of our productions, which are really
re-prodactions and no wore, if not worse —per
versions or distortions of the original standard
works. And it seams to me that, even after
Mr. C. Achyuta Menon's exhanstive harvest
of data for his “Cochin Sfate Manual' — an
up-to-date and admirable work and a wonderful
storehoase of information abont Cochin——there
yet extends & vast virgin region yet to be ex-
plored and exploited, and in wading through
this region, plucking and g athering wild froits,
the writer of this short essay, too, mwust be
specially cautions and carelul, lest he might be
found fanlt with for trespass on the officially
reserved area, and for disclosure of infor-
mation which ha had therara opportunity to
gather while in charge of the old Btate vecords
s0Ie seven years or more ago now - and the
reader will see that he, herein, meets with no
fresh data or information that are not availa-
ble for the general public,

2. It is perhaps paradoxical, but nevers
theless true, tosay that no subject can be well
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and thoroughly understood withont a know-
ledge of its opposite or nval. The one
will not be complete without the other. Both
are mutually inclusive and are to be sindied
together. The properties of heat and cold
and the phenomena of life and death are not,
each, studied in isolation, but in conjunction
with its opposite. Ho also the history of
& Kingdom or Btate cannot be properly under-
stood without & knowledge of the history of
its contemporary rivals.  The carly instito-
tions of Cochin are therefore to be comparid
and eontrasted with those of the rival kingdom
of the Zamorin of Calicut. This comparative
method supplemented by philological and
arch®ological evidencez furnished by instm-
ments (both written and sharp-edged—
we mean doenments as well as  tools  for
explorations]) may shed more light oo
the past bhistory and carly institutions of
Cochin; and in the following paragraphs we
propose to indicate the line of further research
urged above.

3. It is a well established fach, as &
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well-known writer observes, that sall ancient
civilizations were born and grew up in the
cradle of attractive fertile regions well-watered
and irrigated by the perconial vivers Howing
by, which also periodically fertilized the soil
with rich alluvial mud brought down in
freshos. Soch civilimations are hence called *the
River Qivilizations' in contrast with the later
and the modern “the Bes and the Ocean Civie
lizations," which are built up ab seaports or
ocean gates and guarded by the sea-walls and
oegan liners. One of the riverfed ancient
indigenons civilizations of the Malabar Coast,
but not the earliest, may be looked for, in the
coursa of the Ponnani, otherwise known as the
Bharata or Perar river, on cither bank of
which there must bhave once Hourished the
wealthy and influential Brabhman houses and
instisutions along with the two rival royal
houses—the Perumpadappa Svarapam (Cochin)
and the Nediyirippn Svarapam (the Zamorin’s
house) — the former on the southern and the
latter on the northern side of the river.  Both
the words seewn to mean the same thing, vis,
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‘Great or axtensive State. (Perum-great and
Padappaseither mesns a stretched bed, or an
area enclosed in a bund, raised ground or wall,
and i% a cognate form of Padave. Nediyirippu
i formed of Nediya=great, and Virippusexpan-
sion or expanded aren). In both the royal
hounses, Chennamangalat Nambooripad, s cele-
hrated hereditary family of magicians, is the
recognised family priest in  domestic cere-
monies, expecially of faniraie nature. Both
the royal homses have similar or  parallel
institutions to maintain and sapport.  Both
celebraterthe unique A#fachamagan. ceremony,
each in it8 own fime-honénred way. Both
patronise Vedic colleges, which ara rival to
each other. the formor at Trichor, and tha
latter at Tiranavaya. Similarly, the Raja of
Cochin was the patronchead of the Chovaram
faction, while the Zamorin patronised its rival,
the Panniyur faction; and the ecarly quarresls
between the two royal housea were faction-
fizhts in the interssts of these two rival village
rommunities (. 8. M. Pages 41 and 42), The
daily routines of firing salutes (Niyama Vedi),
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the native military or royal band (Nakara)
and other minor castomary obiervances,

(Ohirwdavili cfe)* are common to both and
rarely met with in other royal houses. There
are five sfanams and stanamdars in the Za-
morin's famnily and the corresponding  featura
of the Cochin royal house seems to have besn
its so-called five dapaszhiss or branches (C. 8

M. Page 400, This parallelism is suggesbive
of an original eommon form or rale of sue-
cesswon in both the royal hooses, which was
madified and dzparted from, in the incvitable
eoursé of their political history. In the
countries extending  northward [rom the
Ponnani or Bharata river, the Quilon (Kollam)
ot Malabar Era is calenlated from the first of
the month that im nediately follows the Onamn
festival, which falls, and iz celehrated, in the
month of Chingom, the first day of which is

* Calling Cliirnta (v osme for the maidear-
vantls repeatedly and in loud veices to take chorge
of the remains of the royal meals or banquet, which
sre her dues: and her response o equally loud voice
to thiz call {or duty.
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the mew year's day in coontries lying
to the souch of th esame river. ®* The above are
some of the important points of similarity and
diffarance between the two ancient rival royal
houses of Cochin and Calicuk {Perumpi‘l-dﬂ.ppu
and Nediyirippn Svarupams), which are
familiar to all.

4. The wvillage of Perumpadappu in
the Ponnani Taluk (British Malabar) is said
to have been the original home of the royal
house of Cochin, which took its name from
the same village and used to colebrate the coro-
nation ceremony.there till the middle of the
seventeenth century (C. 8. M. Ch: 1 Page 2).

* Thia riparian boundary line dividing the
northarn and soutbern Quilon {Kallnm) eountries
orsphares, seema to have touched and passed by ihe
head triangnlar points Kollengode (Hollamkode
which must have beenihe junction of the two (Qai-
lons (Ecllams) i es whers the lines drawn from
the two Quilon points (Kollams? most  have met to
form a trinngle and to encloss Malabar proper
mrked by the obaervance of the Malalur or Quilon

(Epllsm Era,
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That there was a royal residenca in this village
where the senior member of the whole joint
house nsed to be installed as the Peronmpa-
dappn Muwppw or the Perumopadappu chief,
and to hold his Court as such, we also admit.
But we ara not propared to believe that it was
the original hoeme or the native land of the
royal house, which we are inclined to locate
in the village of Pazhaysnour {"my old home'’)
in the present Talapilli Taluk in Cochin Skate
for reasons more than one in number:- Fireb
of all, the patron deiby of the royal house is
located and worshipped in an ald temple in
this villags, which lends its name both to the
deity (Goddess) and to the shrine, which are
therefore known as  Pazhayannur Goddess
and Pazhayannar temple. Secondly, wherever
the ruling family has residence or palace,
we invariably find associated therewith, a
amall shring built and dedicated to the same
Groddess.  Last, but not the least important
g the oorions faot, well.knewn to, bat
lost eight of by, all, althongh it is condensed
into the very name of the village, vis., Pazha-
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yannur, which means ‘my old native land.'
It is that the members of the ruling house
till lately were: and the ruler even now is,
serupulously observing the family éabos prohi-
biting their entrance and worship in the
original temple of their tutelary deity at Pa-
szhayannur—a strange and carions fabow, the
origin and nsbure of which, if correctly under-
gtood and explained, will shed much light on
the family history of the Cochin  royal house.
The tradition cnrrént in the roval family
eirele, in ejzplanmiau of this faboo, traces it to
the loss of Vannerined and Perumpadappu
village in a war with the Zamorin about the
middla of the seventeonth century and conse-
quent discontinuance of the formal coronation
ceremony (pp. 97, 98, and 103 foot note C.
8. M.}, which is said to have been & necessary
preliminary fo the State-entry and worship
in the Pazhayannur temple, which was conse-
quently abandoned. That seeh o reverse, as
the loas of the cercmonial capital, would
have such a far-ronching mental or senti-
mantal effect; may be inferved from recent



instances of a similar nature. To mention one:
the penultimate Baja of Cochin, during whose
reign the territorial and boundary dispufes
between Cochin and Travancore were adju-
dicated, and the Koodalmaniklzam temple at
Irinjalakuda, consequently lost to  Cochin,
vever entered and worshippad in this temple
since, buf was content with the worship of
the deity in his palage shrine at Tripunitboras,
and this has since acquired the quasi-sutho-
rity or force of an established custom.  Simi-
lar origin may be assigned to the shrine of the
Pazhayannar Goddess at the Cochin  palace.
We have some more u}:plu..:m-t.inué to offer, ex-
planations of the origin of this interesting
¢aboo, which will be mentioned later on.  Sui-
fice it to say for the presant that, as the resuls
of & vow or a ban, the old home cr native Ia.m:ll
of Pazhayannur was abandoned and deserted
for ever, and Cochin adopted as the new home,
Nor do we think that the coronation ceremony
of the Raja of Cochin, i. e, the ceremonial
installation of the ruler of Cochin as such, was
ever celebrated in the village of Peruampadappu-
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Tt has always been celebrated at Cochin, which
was its original old capital, while the head of
tha Ferumpw]ai:-pu Svarupam used to be instal-
led and to hold his eourt as snch, in the village
of this name. The distinction between these
two titles will be explained presently.

5. In a foot note on page 2 of his C. 5. M.,
Mr. Achyuta Menon cites a treaty with the
Dateh dated 6th April 1608, containing provi-
gion for the prevention of the smoggling of
pepper from Kocelie-rayyam and Perumpadappi
Nad, implying thereby that these two were
originally distinet but united onder one
govergign power or rule for thetime beings
Mot yet perceiving the self evident contrast
between the two countries as expressed by
thewr names— Hoceli-rajgam (small kingdom)
and Perumpadappn Nad (extensive country),
he labours on the next page to derive the namne
of the former fromn Koechazhi, ‘smell or new
harbour.' Before the formation of the island
of Vaipin between the older seaboard tracts of
Manappuram and Earappuram, there must
have been only one large harbour of inland sea



extending ecastward to the line of villages
Hadamakudi, Exhikars ete. (Ch: 1 page 9 fool
nate C. 8. M.), whan the two branches of tha
Alwaye river, the larger and the smaller res-
pectively, emptied their contents into this sea,
by the northern and the southern openings ab
its castern shore some miles higher up from
the present Cranganore and Cochin  harbours
and the [ormation of an island betwecn
these two points must have divided this onee
large inland harbour into two smaller openings
atb its northern and southern ends—the present
Cranganore and Cochin harbours.  Thus much
we can imagine, undorstand and eveon admit;
but the theories of “the small river'' and “the
suall or mew harbour” constructed on this
slender  basis  in explanation of the word
HKocali (Cochin) seem to na to be far-fetched,
fanciful, improbable and even preposierous
{C. 8 M. Ch: I page 3). We shall suggest
some mare possible derivations of the name
Koeclii, when we deal with the next question
who fonnded this amall kingdos.”

6+ “"The tract of land” says Mr.



Achyuta Menon (Ch: IT page 44 . 8, M)
“which comprises the present towna of Cochin
and Mattencheri and their vicinity belongeg
originally to Idappilli, butearly in the fifteonth
century the Rajah of Idappilli made a present
of it to the King of Cochin who bappened to
ba his son.”  This tradition seems to receive
further suppors fromn the current usage of
conducting, at the Cochin palace and on an
elaborate scale. an  annual swcrifice to the
elephant God (Ganapati) who 1z the patron
Daity of tha ldappilli roynl house. Let us
therefore necept this account as followsi—
Early in the fifteenth ecntury a prinee of the
royal hounse of Perumpadappn who happened
to be the son of the then Rajab of Idappilli
got the northern-most part of the Kara-
ppuram tract {page O . 8. M) as 2 gilt from
his father and founded the small kingdom  of
Cochin as distinguished from  the large State
in the mnorth (Perompadappu Numd). This
prince, we venture to sugogest, was not the
head of his royal house (Permnpadappn
gvarupam), but was a junior member thereof,
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presumably #he second i rank or in the line
of suocceasion (Klaya (Tavashi. That there
might have been five or more or less divisions
or branchea of the great royal housze of Perum-
padappu we do not at all deny or question, but
the ao called five favazhiz seem to vs to have
had the original signification of five ranks or
steps of succession corresponding to the five
stanams in the Aamorin's house, the word
favazhi (daya-vashi} meaning “the  line of
succession.” This junior prince having derived
his title from his father: chief as well as
rom his own maternal royal honse was doubly
royal, and a junior prinee, capecislly in
the Idappilli royal house, being gencrally
known and addressed as Koechn Thampuran,
his kingdom, too, took the same name Koeceld-
rajyam. This also seems to be another possible
explanation and derivasion.

T. Next, the role of succession followead
in the royal houses; which requires avery
juniur membar of rank or stanam to g'u.re. it
up with all hia titles, estates, ete., including
wliat he himself acquires while holding the
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rank, in favour of his succeszor when he goes
up ko & higler rank and asswines possession of
all itz belongings. The titles, estates efo., are
rogarded as penoanently and  inseparably
atiached to tha rank, and not tothe holder
thereof, who, for the time being, is to exercise
the rights, to meet the obligations and to en-
jcr:fmﬂ manage the estates in the intorests,
and in accordance with the dignity, of the rank.
To apply thiz to the royal house of Cochin
the head or-senior member of the whole joing
heouwsa of the Pernmpadappu Svarupsn was the
chief of the Pernmpadappn Nad or larger State
the second'in rank was the rler of Keccli-
rajyam or smaller kingdom.,  When the latte
became the senior member, he was to remove
to hiz royal residence in the Permmpadappa
village and to assume the former title with all
its estates and prerogatives leaving the latter
throne behind to the next in rank, his sucees-
sor» This customary rle of succession work-
od smoothly and well up to the demise of king

Goda Varmsa, the carly frend wid 11r{-:~]t
supporter of the Portuguese, in L.rm



they, for protection and promotion of their
inferesta on the Malabar coast, took the hold
and high-handed zstep of abolishing the custom
and restricting sunecession to the Cochin
throne to the branch of their friend and =up-
porter, the demised King Goda Varma,which
was henceforth known ae the Elaya favaesli,
having permanently retained thersin the titles,
estates and the sovercign aathority attached
to the second rank (page 74 C. 5. M.). The
eourse of snceession thus altered, brought in
complications and disputes (p.p. 74 foot nobe,
110 and 113 C. 5« M.}, which will be explain-
ed presently.

8. The next question is, ‘if #hie ruler
of Cochin also happened to be ab ths same
time the senior member of the whole joint
house what would happen? He would also
naturally covet and claim the privileges of the
Chief (Muppu) of the larger State [Perumpa-
dappu Nad); but he would not be allowed to
enjoy them without protest and resishance
from auch members of the family as were per-
manently deprived of their title and claim to
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the Cochin throne. These members addres-
sing the ruter of Cochin in protest, wounld argue
their point thus: If you retain the Cochin
throoe in your branch for ever, in violation of
the customary rmle of snccession, you cannot
legitimataly aspire to the position of the Pe-
rumpadappu Muappn at the same time. If you
wanb to enjoy the latter, you must vacate the
former in favour of the prince next in rank
in accordance with the customary rule, bat
you cannot enjoy both at one and the same
time. The Rajah of Cochin wonld persist in
asserting snd enforcing his claim to the latter
position also, and family feads and gquarrels
wounld ensue and did enane, with varying success
now to one party and now to the other, The
Rajah’s enemies took advantase of these, and
Spoopeded, sometimes, in inflicting on him,
severe reverses and heavy losaea. This seems
to be the true and correct explonation of the
political struggle of Cochin in olden days.

9 Tofollow the general lines of growth
or developiments of the two States up to their
union and amalgamwation wnder one roler—
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Tha head of a primitive State was, as a
rale, a priest-king. Ancient Ea-'b}'icln, Beandi-
navig, Greece, Rome and several other coun-
tries would supply instances of this;" and the
larger Btate of Perumpadappu ¥ad wes more
primitive in type, its chief having had to
attend to both the temporal and spiritual
dutics, of which, the latter, in conrse of time,
atgraw  the former and she chief became
more concerned  with religions affairs and
temple management than with temporal rule.
His intevest in the temples, and their manage-
ment cuatgeew his political activity, which
therefore became insignificant and graduoally
extinet.  The smaller State of Cochin, on the
other hand, founded at a time anda place
which were favonrable to political and com-
mercial activities, and having had to bain
close toueh with foreign nations, developed
these activities and became a political and

* Dir- Frozee ~Toe Goldon Hoxgh.” (@) *Haligion af
danicnt Furadinacia™ by W A Craigie- (81 Dr Bomarell
o Rieifisation of fhe eot” This subject will be dealt ab
sxme lengbh in Part 1111 of this Essay:
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Commercial Power. The latter prospored and
“throve amain' while the former though larger
in extant, declined in polisical status, prostige
and importance and became an ‘Kstafe. Fuar-
ther, the loss of the ceremonial capital and
consequent discontinnance of the formal coro-
nation ceremony might also have operated
to accelerate this political decline and fall.
What would be a state without its capital
and what its ruler or chief without his crown?,

10, When the ruler of Cochin was
denied the rank. privileges and authority of
the Pernmpadappu Chigf for the permanent
retention of the throne or crown of Cochin in
his own branch of the great joint royal house,
in violation of the customary rule of sucecssion,
the temple of the family patron deity at Pazha-
yannur, which was within the sole juriadiction
of the chief, was closed or shut against him in
revenge for ever. He was nob allowed to have
any voicein the management of the temple
and its properties, nor in the worship there.
He was, ae it were, ordered out of the temple
premises, where the sole authority of the chief
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pravailed. This ban of vengoance forbade his
entry and worship in the temple, and he quoictly
withdrew contenting himself with worship of
the tutelary deity in private shrines built at
his own palace. The ruler, too, when deprived
of the Chiefdom of Perumpadappn and its
ceremonial capital in family quarrels and wars
with the Zamorin, might have, under great
provocation and irrifation at his heavy losses
and raverses, taken an oath “never to enter and
worship in the Pazhayanour temple withous
the crown worn at the lost enpital recovered,”
but continned to worship the deity in his
palace shrines,  Whatever be the nature of
this faboo, whether it was an cath or a ban, its
origin can ultimately be traced to the violation
of the eustomary rule of succession under the
compulsion of the Portugnese for retention of
tha Cochin throne or crown in one branch. For,
this estranged a larger section of his own joint
family, which, having consequently joined the
enemies’ camp, did not allow him to enjoy the
Chiefdom of Pernmpadappn for a time. Buag
this also was permanently regained for the



ruling hosse on the final compulsory relin.
guishment, by the Chashur Princes, of their
claim to the title of Perumpadasppa Muoppua
or the Chief of Perampadappu (page 113 C. 8.
M.). Thus was brought abouk the permanent
and lasting nnion of the Cochin throne and
erown and the Chiefdom of Perumpadappu
in the present ruling house of Coehin.

11. After having, in the foregoing para-
graphs, briefly explained the points of simila-
rity and difference betwoen the institutions
and observances thifb are met with in the royal
houses of Cochin and Calicut, the foundation
of the Cochin kingdom  and throne, the
ecustomary rule of succession and its abolition,
the so-called five favazfiis of the roval house
of Cochin, the spiritual jurisdiction of the
Chief of Perumpadappu Nad, the ban or the
vow of exclusion of the ruler of Cochin from
the Pashayannur temple etc. ete., it remains
for us to see whether the interssting passagoe
gquoted by Mr. Achyats Menon (puoe 47 foot-
nota C. 8. M) from Mr. Whiteawny's “ Rise of
the Portuguese Power in India” pp. 107-108,
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is not clear and intelligible without
Mr. Menon's interpretation and  explanation,
which is that th: rules of Cochin following
an old family custom or mamool used
to abdicate the throne for pious devotio-
nal life in old age; (p. 47 C. 8. M} and
which, in our humbla opinion, thare iz nothing
to corroborate and support except the old
Puranic tales and. faney for naw ideas. Let
us have the whole passage before us, Tt rons
as follows:—"Tha chieftainship of Cochin had,
at the time of Almeida's arrival thers, become
vacant through the operation of an old custom,
The head of the Cochin line was always a
priest in charge of the worship of a temple,
the next in succession was the ruling chief,
(da the death of the head, thevefore, tha raling
chief who, in this case, was Trimumpara the
early friend of the Portuguese—was promoted
fo the temple. The question was, who was
to sneceed him? The senior of the sister's son
i the direct line was closaly allied with the
enemies of the Portuguese, and the latter ar-
ranged, thouzh not withont difficulty, to set
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him asidefor another nephew more favourable
to themaelves. Trimumpars died in 1510 when
the Portoguesc lound it convenient to abolish
the oustom.” 1f the expression “the head of
the Cochin ling" 15 to be understood to mean
a3 it evidently means “ the head of the whola
joint house (Perumpadappu Bvaropam)”, the
passage presenia no difficulty of interpretation.
The head or senior member of the whola hounse
(Perampadappu Muppud was always in charge
ol religinns inatitutions, the junior member
next in rank, the mling Chief or Bajah of
Cochin. Nay, Mr. Achyvuta Menon's expla-
nation or interpretation of enstomary abdi-
estion of the throne or erown in old age is
untenable a3 the italicised word and phrase
‘always’ and ‘on the deatlh’ are then inexplica
ble. For, the head of the Cochin ling, need notb
always have been an old care-worn man, nor
should the aged monarch have waited till the
death of his senior for promotion to the
tample.* The role of ancoession, its violation,

* 'I'ho expression “promoted Lo lwus temple™
in the sbove quoted passage ia alse very significant
Fory 1% implies o higher rank-
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the complications that followed and the union
of spiritual and temporal duties, as explained
above, will render the passage clear, and the
state of things described by Mr. Menon him-
self later on, (pagea T4 fost-note, 110 and 1135
(0. 8. M) * which wonld otherwize remain a
puzzle. The precedent or parallel to the recent
anpnouncement by the present ruler ol Cochin,
of his intention to abdicate the throne for
peace in old age may therefore be looked for,
not in the annals of Cochin, but in the Pura-
niz or mythieal acconnts of the royal dynasties
of Ancient India—the solar and lupar dynas-
tiee—the traditions of which are still held as
modelzs or mottos for guidance in their modern

® e8ame time alter the succession to the
throne was limited to the Elaya Tavazhi branchHs
the eldest mamber'of the joint roval familys if senior
in age to the reigning prince. was allowed to ns-
gume tha _titla and dignities of Pernmpadappn
Muoppu the reigning prince being known s the
Mabaraja of Cochin. The Chiel was treated as an
important persopage aod exercised some aubbority
in socinl sod religious matters.”
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repreaentative houses incloding the royal
house of Cochin.

12. Mr. Achyuta Menon's initial mistake
was that be started with premises which were
really conclusions viz., that the hend of the
Pampﬁdanu Svarnpan was also the Rajah
of Cochin at the same time and that these
¥wo titles, denoting the same sovereign power,
were almost synonymous and interchangeable,
But this was not the case at first, The two
titles were:distinet stanamse held and  enjoyed
separately af first, but were finally consolidated

* What were these Stowems orviginally? Tha
vestiges of the past seom toindicate that thosa
juniar renks or Seanows Wers more or ess internally
independent vassal kingdows subject, of courseo, to
the suzerain authoriby of the senior of all, The
Hralped or second Hajah of Caheut is said  to bave
hed sach fereitoripl soveriezn jurisdiciion over am
area lying between the Yagneswaram temple and
the Earimpozha river. The now meaningless affi-
wog of the tign manuoal to the blook cadjoue on
formal installstion or oecasion to the titalar  ranks,
of the junior stanamdars is regarded to be o relic
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and united in one sovereign power in the
middle of the eighteenth century only as ex-
plained above. The above criticisms of some
of Mr. Menon's own views in solution of the
difficalt problems raised by hiz own initial
mistaken presumption, do not at all detract
from the valoe of his ¥ Cockin State Manual”
as a standing up-to date and exhaustive mo-
numental work of reference on the Native
Btate of Cochin, and it will remain so, we
hope, for a long time to come.

of the once necessary formal interchangs of written
roval warrants, and pcknowledgment and fender of
homage, between the Zamorin on the ope bhapds
and his jonior va=zsals om the other, Thiz  infor.
metion fornished by a well informed member of
he Zamorin's prrty during the Intter's (Zamerin's)
recent unprecedented friendly visit to H- H. the
Rejah of Cochin, if correct and reliable as it pro-
tbbly iss would further dear the line of argu-
mrent followed in thkis paper which muy also prove
a memento of this memorable bistoric event,
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The Fall I.?ﬁ Bivision

Q
The Chervaman Smypice

b
The Rollam or Halabae Sea.

Wea hava stated in Part 1, that the native
EKingdom or indigenous civilization founded
on the banks of the Ponnani or DBharata
river was ngt fhe earliesf, Thers was an
earlier one that preceded it, as there was a
later one that followed it. The lattcr has
already been mentioned. It was the kingdom
or civilization founded at Cochin early in the
fifteenth century which, having, on account of
ite peculiarly advantageous situation and
mecess wry foreign relation, outl-grown, in poli-
tical and commercial importance, the mother
kingdom and river eivilization of the novih(the
Parampadapoo State) sheorbed if, grew larger
and after acwe swings of fortune, golidified
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and settled iteelf into the present Cochin
Btate: and it is the former, the pre-Perumpa-
dappu Kingdom and civilization, that we are
attempting to sketch here in outline only.
The materials are scanty, traditional and even
condradictory. The voluminous commenta-
ries of seholare to solve the puzszle are still
more bewildering and add to our perplexity.
But we reserve complete freedom to onrselves
to follow our own line of research, and our
conclnsions or conjectures may collide with the
accepted views and be overcome, and perish in
the contest. But we hope they will have a
patient hearing and fair teial before they are
condemned.

2. All the anthorities azres in locating
the contre of this ancient eivilization of Mal.-
bar at Cranganore then variously known na
Mousuris or Muchiri, and Muyirikkotta and
Mahodavar-pattanain. This ancient capital
and emporivm being situated at the south end
of the Chetwa island known as Manappurain
(C. 8. M- P. 9 commands water communi-
cations on all sides. Westwards extends the
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Arabian gea, Which, at the beginning of the
Christian Era, formed a small inland sen or bay,
84 it were, on the southern side betwesn this
port and the next southern trading port,
namely, Porakad or Porca Intely identified by
W. H. Bchoff of Philadelphia with Bacare of
the Periplus and Barkare of Ptolemy {Journal
of the Royal Asiatic Bociety, January 1913, pp.
130-33). Here the Alwaye and the Chalakkudi
rivers :flowing down from the eastern hills,
empty their contents after their junction at
Elantikars. On the sastorn side spreads the
backwater sheet connecting this opening with
that at the north-end of the Manappuram
tract wiz; at Chetwa, Burrounded thus by
watar on all sides, it was the most favourable
gite on the Malabar Coast for a Sea civilization,
& seocure capital and & trade-emporium, all of
which it was at the beginuning of the Christisn
Era and even long befors it. It therefore at-
tracted foreign colonies and merchants from
Phenicia, Palastine, Syria, Chaldea, Hgypt
and athar contres of the then flourishing Medi-
terranean civilization with which v was
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admittedly in direct intercourse in thoso early
days. Here are still extant a few of the
magnificent edifices, temples of artistic beauty,
great size, dimensions and proportions which
besides testitying to it past traditional great-
ness serve alwo to revive its traditional memory.
A line, or more than line, of the carly ralers of
Rerala known as the CQheraman Perumals®
reigned and held their courts here. It was a
foreign dynasty or dynasties elosely related to
the ruling dynasties on the other side of the
Western Ghats {Chors, Chela and Pandys.)
The temple of Thiravanchikalam  here is con-
sidered to have been the sanctuary of their

# Thiz title may be equivalant to 'Kizgs of “falabar
in this woy: (ders-wan felayey or reuddy s0il) denotes
the alluvial conntry of Malabar; an: ‘Pervasl' peang
Kiog: Compare the local name of ECheremanediva
deriveds no doubls from the agricoltural ond bund
sonually pub up at the place which is only o few
miles south of Trichur; and also csthe old native
name of Bgypts Kom of Chend {the black country)
from the colour of ibs alluvial sails source of its
nourishments "populaticn and wonlth!”



original patron deity which again is snpposed
to have bean Biva

3 This political eentre of calture and
commergs having bean in close touch with such
centres in Bouth India and elsewhere, every
important movement in the one would have
been regeived, yecorded and actod upon in the
other and vice versa. The irrezistible DBudd-
histic wave then spreading from country to
eountry must bave passed aver the Malabar
Coast also, at its zenith and in ity foll force,
pushing aside avervthing elsa that stood in its
way, and this great religion must have then
been ascepted as the resognised religion of
the land and its ruler, and continued to be so
till the close of the cighth century of the
Christian Era, whan s strong reaction set in
and the religion was completoly swept away,
nob altogether without violence and bloodshed;
and the Brabmanical religion restored, Thus
the Perumals' rule cnme to o pathetic end and
native kiogdoms and dynastics sprang up here
and there, and one of thew, the Perompads.
Pra  Dynasty or SBvarupum  inherited or
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rather soized or assumed possession of the
crown and throne of the Perumals with the
capital, titles, temples and forms attached
thereto and continued toreign as their successor:
and thizs iz eaid to be the origin of the sur-
nama, Fangadhara, an appellation of Biva,
the Perumals' original patron deity, prefized
aven to this day to the personal name® of the
raler of Cochin, and of his  official Sign Ma-
nual which again is explained as a rough de-
lineation of Biva's axe and: trident. Thia 1=

* Mr. C. Achyuta Menon says that *Virs Kerale
is the standing appellation orjofficial name of the
raler of Coshin (C. 5 M. P. 89, This statements
befors itisaccepied as corracts has to be carefully
verifieds a8 it can very easily bes by o reference
to the old Kesam de-ds of varions reigns:s collected
pnd compared. and such verifieatiom will prove
that the persomal names of the roler— Bama-
varmahs Earalavarmihs Ravivarmah etes  as the
easo may bes iz ales biz official name used in
dosuments: Of these the name Keralavarmah may
be found modified ioto +Vim Kerala' im  the
documents.
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our argument which iz further amplified and
elaborated, and explained and supported by
the details and circumstances noted below.

4, The Malabar Era seems to mark this
spoch making revolution. It exactly coincides
with the aceepted age of Bri Baukaracharya
the great Relormer, who again was a contem-
porary of the thed only king of Kerala men-
tioned in Madhwa's account of Sankara's con-
quest ( Sankaravijayom) as the author of some
Sanskrit dramas that were placed before the
great Acharya for his favourable opinion, and
traditionally identified with the last of the
Perumal rulers of Kerala which is also Mr.
Logan's conclusion from Heralolpatfi (page
238 Malabar Manual), Agaiz, this Era is called
Hollawe- Andu or Kollam Era where the word
Kollaw: 13 derived from a rool meaning
“murder” “slaoghter' or “massacre™ and may
refer either to the violent persecution of tha
Buddhists or to the slaughter of animals at
sacrifices revived under the Reform Movement
with Sri Bankara as its leader, or to both,
which were anti-Buddhistic. 1t is also met



with in local names which seem to indicate
gither the chief centres of this slaughter, or
the land-marks of the areg within which if was
authorised and perpetrated—Quilon (=Kollam)
Quilandy (= Kollam-Andu), €ranganore or
Eodungallur {(=Kodum-koll-ur) a place or town
or city of great or eruel slavghter or massncre
{as My, T. Ponnambalam Pillai derives the
name in his article on “The Origin of the
Uranganors Temple” published in “#he Malabar
Quarterly Review,"” September 195 though
we are not prepared to endorse his subsequent
explanation) and Kollengode (=Kaollam-Kede—
junetion of Kellame). It is from this last
place or from the local ¢lueftain that the Ma-
labar Brahmans ave bo get the supply of the
Soma creeper or plant for their sacrificial
vites. Thirdly, in countries situated south of
the Ponnani river, the year of the Malabar
Era begins on the first day of the month in
which the Onam festival falls, namely, Ching-
om; and in countries situnbed north of the
sfmea river, it beping on the first day of the
month that follows the festival, pamely
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Kanni. The Onam festival which, at any rate,
celebratles a great historical event or an  event
traditionally great - visit of the great Asuora
King Mahabali symbolizing the return of good
old days, and national liberation or emancipa
tion—was therelore the landmark of the New
Era and the New year. It begins on Attam-Star
Dray which must have been the day of the great
coup o'stat and coup de main asitis celebrated
to this day by armed Royal Processions both in
Cochin and at-Calicut, that is both by the Raja
of Cochin and by the Zamorin of Calicut-* It
lasta for 12 days, the central or most important
day being Tiravoou-n-Star-Day on which the
national rejoicing reaches its zenith and do-
mestio thanksgiving services are held to the
mud-made ar wooden images of the deity
of Tirukkakara temple, once very great and
famous and now in complete roing, the site of
which is four miles to the north-east of Eroa-
kulam, where, it is said, all the chiefs of Ma-
labar in royal pomp and with their \-"'I.Rhﬂ.lH

* Heference to the Mlnthan:-a;u.m uremﬂnj
p- 5 2nte
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and retinue formerly nsad o attend onee a
venr during this (Inam Peried to conduct the
prand festivities in person, snd where all other
elasges of people used bo assemble to m:lc-,lmrmlse,1I
to take part 1o, and to enjoy these festivities
and to discuss their national affairs,  Military
tonrnaments and out-door exercises also oha-
racberise this Onam festival.  Fourthly, the
Brabmin warrior Parasurams being regnrded
a4 the founder of the Brahmin Colony of Ma-
labar countenanced its militarise which is
further borne out by its division into severn)
military bodies called *Sanglams’ nnder whose
auspices its members were subjected to milita-
ry training and exercises., These organisa-
tions serving no such purpose now are regar-
ded as the mesningless survivals of the past
(page 197 C. 5. M). And lastly, although
most of the old foreign colonies and settle-
menta on the Malabar Coast wree still represene
ted by their survivingdescendents--the Jews, the
Byrians, the Portuguese, the Duteh, the Moors
ete, — no trace even remainsg today of the
old Chinese colonies or settlemnents st Quilon



or alsewhere, Bimilarly the onece great and
famoys religious contre — the templs of
Tirukkaksra—is in ulter ruins pow, and no
regord is left behind, at its original seat, of the
onoe fiourishing civilization or culture of the
Perumals’ days. This scems to be strange.
Mothing short of a revolution could have effec-
tad such & clean sweep of the old'state of things
and judging from the contemporary events
elsewhere in Indis we are declined to abtribute
this revoletionary change o clean sweep to
the same wide spread camse — the stroggle
between Hinduiswe and Buddhism- The result
also was the same throughout India: the
former snrvived and the latter sucoummbed.

5. The foregoing circomstantial —evi-
dences—the coincidence of Malabar Era with
the age of the Hinduistic revival, its nnmne
signifying slanghter, ks relation to the Onam
festival—a festival characterised by national
rejoicing, cheering and military tournaments—,
efficiant Military organisation of the Malabar
Beshming and complete disappearance of all
waces of the Chinese Colonies or Settlements
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and records of the oldast civilization on the
Malabar Coast; and above all, the conbemporacy
eventa elsewhers in India, all these evi-
dences lead to the conjecture that Perumals'
Era and Dynasty were brought to an abrupt
end by the whaolesale massacre and persecu-
tion of the Buddhista and clean sweep of the
religion; and the Malabar or the Eollam Era
marks this epochmaking revolution synchron-
ous with the risa of the several native dyna-
aties all deriving their respective titlez from
the Perumals' soversign anthority. This hy-
pothesis receives further corroborafing support
from the local tradition that the last of the
Perumals, having becomie a Buoddhistic con-
vert, abdicated his throne dividing his empire
among hiz feudatory wvasasls, It also hag
handed down a very hazy account of contro-
veray and conflics between the adherents of
the rival religicns—Buddhism and Hindaism
—and practical refutation of the former by
the Brahmins.

6. In the resulting division of the
Cheraman Ewmpire, the Perumpadappu dynasty
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of the higher military order (Kshatriya caste)
headed the list of kings of the South Kollam
conptries and the Zmmorin of a lower social
ptatis (Samanta caste) that of the North
Eollam conntries. The one having come into
the lawful posaession of the ecapital with the
temple of the Perumals' patron deity at
Tiruvanchikkolam, assumed the sarnasme or
title of Gangladara and reigned as their direct
heir under the Marumakkathayam law of
anceession, snd the other, on the avthority or
strength of & sword which he is said to have
obtained from the lasé of the Permwals with
a earte-blanche for corquest and which will
be referred to in Part TII dealing with the
dual character of the early kings, mled as
hiz son. Thus the history of Malabar 15 divisi-
bls into thres periods: The early Cheraman
Empire (1) divided into several native kingdoms
of middle or the intermediate period (TT) which
again was absorbed one after anotherinto the
three modern political divisions or territories of
Travancore, Cochin, and the British District of
Malabar (I11) Hence, unbroken continuity,from
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the days of the Pernmals to the present dgy may
cightly, and legitimately, be claimed for the
glorious and homourable reign of the illostricus

Royal house or dynesty of Cochin which, for
its high social status or wpoble ranksand long

pedigree and rule, stands foremost among the
native Royal Dynasties of Malabar, and which,
we pray and hope, may and will be spared to
rule the land of the Perumals' for all times
to corme.



TII
The Treiest King

]
The Sivine orvigin of Wingship,

The Prieat King of Arician Grove-
“the sdored grove and sanctuary of Disna''—
gitusted on the northern shore of the wood-
land lake of Nemi—"Diana’s Mirror” as it was
aptly ealled by the andients—moving stealthily
rowhd a secred tree that had grown there and
keeping a lonely and vigilant watch with drawn
sword in his hand lest he might, in turn, be
faken by surprise and slain by his watchful
anemy, was tho central theme of Dr. Fraxer's
“dolden Bougland this eminent and np-to-
date anthority cites several instances to sbhow
that the union of roval title with priestly daties
i8 the rule rather than the exeeption in the
early histroy of Kingship,'(Ch. I Sce. 2 pp.7&8
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Sacond Edition) and by snbsequent studies, re.
searches and cxpositions, tracesthe devalop-
ment of both the above offices from the magi-
cian's role Bpeaking of the:Sumerian kings of Ba-
bylonia during tha srchaic period, Dr. Pinches
{in his paper read at the meeting of the Htn-
nological Society in London on 28th January
1914} says that “These early rulers were, to all
appearancas, of priestly rank—a peculiarly
appropriate dispensation of things''—and dwells
on their double character. (Dr. Hommell's
» Civilization of the Fasé” page 35) Mr. Craigie
in his “"Religion of Ancient Scandinavia™ alao
concludes that in virtue of their two fold offices
the priestly chiefs were regarded (in ancient
Noracland) as divine, and called se whence
presumably “The theory of divine right of
Kings™ so deeply ingrained in the Teutonie
fempersment. The Popes of the middle ages
exercised also temporal power in addition to
their spiritual guthority. In Lieunt Col: Wad-
del's “ Buddhizsm of Tibet” will be found clearly
explainod how the first and greatest of the
Grand Lamas of Lbasa-becamne a priest-king god
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a8 lata, 68 the middle of the seventeenth
cantury. Now on the anthovity of My White-
away (' Rise of the Portuguese Power in fudia,”
pp.107T—8! our divine rulers of Cochin may be
added to the above category of priest-kings.
2, The Avician Grove which exeited
De. Frazer's insatiable scientific curiceity and
engaged hia atténtion for a long while, is not
without its parallels elsewhere,  Here, in
the Malabar country for example, may be
found, in every village as it were, such shady
sacred groves *Kaeus' a8 they are called in the
vernacular, where are propitinted and wor-
shipped such deitics as Goddess, Ayyuppan,
(Iyanar), Serpants, Spirits etc., in  various
nomenglature and forms, of which cither the
first or the second class of deitics, mostly the
first, is the patron or gusedinn deity of the
apcient pative roval houses of Malalar. To
mention some the most important spcred groves
and sanctuaries of Goddess and Ayyappan
in illustration of the above geneeslisation, we
propose to begin with the patvon deity of the
royal bouee of Cochin which is at Pazhayannur
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and called 2o afeer the same village: the god-
dess in Tiruvelangat-kavu temple is similarly
regarded in the “amorin's hoase, The goddesses
worshipped in shrines, Sri-Porkali, Madai, Loka-
malayarksvy, Tirmmanamkunnn, and Kallai-
Kulangara, hold the sane relation respectively
to the following anvient royul honses—
Kottayam {of Cotiote-rebellion-fame) Chirakkal,
Colastri, Velluanad, or Vellattu-kars and Pal-
ghai. The Iyyanar of Palisserikotta is the
guardian deity of the Rajah of Kurmnpransd.
The above list cannct be coneluded without
the special mention of the most celebrated
ghrine — the saored Sro-Kurnmba-grove at
Cranganore, tainous for the annual cock-festival
or sacrifice, to which the local Chicf and his
famnily aredevoutly attached, as the sanctuary
of their guardian goddess, sand which the wr[t.;:nr,
being one of the samwe lawily, propoges to take
as a typloal grove sancbuary for illustration of
the following observations,

3. Of late, cireamstances have consi-
derably altered: the shades of ancient dark
ages arc onc by one vanishing fast in the



light of advancing civilization; yet, the chief
and conetant figare of these shady sacred
geoves, the inspired prophel in ecsiasy, elad
io red raiment with aneat e flowing [rom
his head, carrying a curved (Psickle-shaped)
gword * and an anklet in hizs hands, addres-
ging the assembly of his parishioners (Kutfam
p- 60, C. 8. M.} and the tomple anthorities as
the chosen representative or mouthpiece of the
deity, inflicting wounds on the crown of his
own head in expression of the deity's wrath
and displeasure at their sins of omission and
commission; and finally, falling down exhaos-
ted and unconssious for a while, to rise and to
come to himsell again. - This flgure has not
altogether disappeared. His anthovity has been
on the decline in proportion to the progress of
scientific research and nodern thought.  Yet
he is regarded still, by the superstitions

* The Zamorin still worships his sword as
the symbolic representation both of his tmtalary
geddess snd of his temporal power. Compare gywii.
pup, Worahip of arws or weapone offered Lo g.:.ﬂﬂ.egg
(Vide asleo Logan's Mober Moesol pp. 290 & 241)
The Zamorin ulso wears @ polden aoklet always,
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folk, as the chosen favourite of the deity, and
as such, 18 credited with ocenlt powers (magich,
and is appealed to, for help, in times of wide
spread distress, such as severe epidemics of
cholera, smallpox, fever, ete., which again are
auppoaed to he the variovs forms of pinishment
inflieted by the angry deity on aechedient
and sinful subjects. Under i cietion he
gpeaks out the will of the 400 v, and
his word is law which every one must respect-
folly obey as he lovally submits to the will
of the king. The self-infliction of wounds
may be a sarvival of the custom of killing the
old divine king,  The prophet displeased with
the insubordinate or insurgent attitude of his
flock iz perhaps trving to kill himself, which
seems to be analogous to martyrdem  snd
solf enerificee Here wo way look for the
germ of the divine right of kings, which
might have developed intoa separate insbi-
tation in this way. The divine will was
the lnw of the realm and of the tribe. The
inspired prophot, as the accoredited agent of
the deity, wes the origice! mediom  of its
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axpression, amanation and exorcise. On the
Emﬂua] sabsidenca of his cestasy  and  inspl-
ration, the prouhiet is supposed to remomber
no longer wio . be bad  attersd under soper-
nataral  infloences.  Henee n pormsnent
suthority called Koima or Koyowa came into
axistence to record and exeonte the divine
commands, and this, gradually and in conrse
of time, grew, developed and expanded into
sovereign power in general. Permanent priest-
hood too might have been a similar off-
shoot, the growth of which might have been
farther acoslerated by the Brahmanical arya-
nisation of the old native cults

4. Here we may bring in and adduca
further evidence, if any, in sopport of the
above conjecture: and we have already  nobod
in our monograph on the Kshatrivas of Cochin
uriginallj written for the Kthnographic survey
of the State, the curious coinecidences of the
same Dravidian and Sanzlkeit  words Kogil
(Boil or Kovil) and Prasada respectively dde-
noting both a temple and a royal residence or
pﬁlm. The firat is the vernacular naone of
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the Malaynli Kehatriya caste and a derivative
of ik, Koginma® or Noima above referred to,
denotes rovereign power, with special reference
to bhe temples.  Again, the word Kary mesning
a sacrod grove isalso mel with as the pet
name of the Dravidian women in Malabar,
Further, both the palaces and temples are
guarded by outer walls and towers; and what
ara genarally regarded as the royal parapher-
nalis, such as silken umbrellag, chowries, flag
staff, conches, drnms, long handled oil-stand-
lamps, eto., are used in temples also, aa o
matter of right, and withont any special royal
sanction which is required for their senecral
nse outside the roval or zelect aristocratie

" The word Kopime amd its variants
are formed of Keit ‘or its varisots) and M apd
mean temple suthoritys roval premgative or sove-
reign powar, The termination e isfound inothee
words Adise 408 Kaimal derived from roots 4 (last
and K (arm) Tiro- Kes -Adhi-kariks! is & stand-
ing appellation er title of the Rajabs of Gochin {0
B, M. P30 foot nmober, [ may mezn o Hshatriya
ruler or a temple nuthority-



— 40 —

gireles. The following passage from Dr. Old-
ham's “The Sun and the Serpend” Ch. IT1I.
pp- 93—84 may, in this connection, be quoted
verbatim for the reader’s ready relerence -
“The priests of these tewples, whether
of the Nagas or of the Devas, are Kehatriyns
or Ehattria as they are called in  the ver-
mﬂlﬂl’- - ] x & o - L
At some temples  however, the  priests
are 8o called “desi™ or local Brahmans, These
belong to none of the known Brahmanical
glans, and are not recognised by themn, They
probably are members of (amilics who,  from
long connection with temples, have acquived
priestly dignity. T many places  shey inter-
marry with the Khattris. * * = =+ * =
Orthodox Brabhmans may  sonetimes  be
found as priests, but the :inrilrirml l‘rhll‘thttt-
(sometimes kpoown as M) is gencrally o
Kshatriya, but sometimes, though rarcly, he
is a "desi” Brahian., An orthodox Bralman
i8 never known to act in this capacity™.
5. What we, with Dr. Frazer and other
eminent aathoritios as our guides, have



ohserved in the shady prove sanctuaries of Mala-
bar also lead to the same conelusion, vig., that
the magicians and prophets of old, developed
into priest-kings or- kings and priests — a
proposition froin which we farther deduce or
roneralise that religion, ancient and modern,
ia built npon something superhuman— mira-
ele — which, being beyoud the comprehension
of the primitive and general mind, generates
therein such cimotions as cxpress themselves
outwardly in prayers, worship and offerings;
namely, swe, fear, wonder, admiration, ve-
neration, thankfulness and so forth. These
miraculous, incomprehensible or inexplicable
phenomens  scemn o have been regarded as
the expression of a supernatural Will-power.
and here ia the idea of God.

6. To apply the above thesis to all
departments of religion:— the medicing-wen
of old, propounding the inherent virtues or
powers of common objects on earth (both
animate and inanunate) and nsing  them to
effect enres of waladies, were the wonder-
working prophets of primitive animism (inelud-
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ing fatizhiam) and the objects that wers usad
in their preparations were regarded as the
abodes of the wvaripus spirits. The pheno-
mena of heaven or sky, such as light, darkness,
rain, thunder, eclipse, ete., were aqually
wonderful to the primitive mind, and the man
who conld explain them -the astronnmer and
astrologer— was the prophet of the heavenly
or sky Gods that cause such phenomena.
The DBabylonian wyth of ereation in which
the Sun God, after vangquishing in battle, the
sovoral-beaded Mouster that had arisen from
the sea, cuts him asunder, and of the two hal-
ves makes heaven and earth, seems to be u
vivid description of the eraption of a sea-girt vol-
cano resalting in opheaval and appearance of
Iand all round. The colomns of fire, smoke,
ashes, stones, mud and other matters shot ap
far high into the air cansing complete dark-
ness were the several heads of this formidable
seasmonster (the voleano): a stormy sea, thun-
der lightning and explosion, the activities of
the rival force: engaged id the hot econtest;
the awful scene of resulting devastation, not
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unlike s great batcle field; and the new plos or
nren of land thus brought up and made visible
was a real ereation, and so also the few survi-
ving plants awd animals appeared to be.  Tha
third departinent or branch of religion is
ancestor-worship incloding faneral ceremonies.
Birth and death, and life and death are the
inexplicable phenomena involved herein. The
nearest relative witnessof the death scene, L. o.,
the nearcat relation  of the dead, being in &
high state of excitemont and orief would be
heside himself as the inspired prophet. The
dying relation or friend in agony was an
intolerable sight to him and the shocok of death
wnd tragedy wounld ba overmastering,  And in
this state of mind he would not be able to
realise and believe that his dewd relation  left
him for ever- He wonld be dispased to inber.
pret the phenomenon as a temporary exit of
the soul through the final out-going breath
and would expest its return through the same
channel; and in dreams he woulid meet the
dead relative er hiz ghost in warions moods,
sometimes angry, sorebimes agreen’la, and
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sometimes dissatisfied, sometimes plaintive
and soforth. Henee be effers his dueg in
corresponding moods — fear, love, pity and so
on. He is the prophet of the Thead. And
lastly, these prophets and magicians as well as
the great heroes (kings) and the priests deriving
their status and authority directly or indirectly
[rom & divine source, alao, commanded respect
and exacted obedience, as Gods, while they
were alive, and werc, in their turn, deified on
their death. Their burial grounds might grow
into centras of general worship; and temples,
shrines and other saorcd enclogures might
have come into existence there in course of
time, and this seemns to have given rise to
idolatry.

7. Thus wa have derived from the same
source tho religious observances in all the
primitive forms-- animizm (inclading fetishism?
nature worship, ancestor worship (including
funeral ceremcenies) and idolatry (worship of
imagea) — and conclude that in all ages
and in all climes the ualtimate sure test or
proof of divine origin relied op and employed
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has been miracle. But we decline to diseuss and
say which of the above forms was the earliest
ot which more primitive, all of them, in our
humble opinion, having simultaneously or pari
passu developed in different lines. from the
sane fundamental principle or idea.
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